July 21, 2009

Frank Fairbanks, City Manager
Phoenix City Hall
200 W. Washington St., 12th floor
Phoenix, AZ 85003
Subject: CrossRoads United Methodist Church homeless ministry (CN: PEF2009-15940)

Dear Manager Fairbanks:

I am writing today to voice my support for CrossRoads United Methodist Church, specifically for their work with the homeless community here in Sunnyslope. As I read the newspaper, each day seems to present a new set of concerns about the rising number of people in need and the shrinking resources available from governmental as well as private agencies to meet those needs. As a person of faith, I understand that we are called, not simply to talk about our faith, but to live it. The homeless ministry at CrossRoads seems to address both the rising need in our community to care for those made particularly vulnerable by our current economic climate, and the call to be a beacon of hope within our community.
I hope that you will work with CrossRoads United Methodist Church to come up with a way forward that will allow them to continue being the church that God has called them to be, both for the sake of the people they serve, and for the integrity of the church/state relationship that is at the foundation of our nation. I am sure that you, too, are concerned about the most vulnerable people among us, and I pray that you and the church will find a way to continue serving the people in your care.


Sincerely,


cc: Deputy City Manager Rick Naimark, Deputy City Manager Ed Zuercher, Director of Neighborhood Services Jerome Miller, District 6 Council Member Sal Diciccio 
